106	THE   FIRST   NIZAM
Nizamu'1-Mulk despatched a column under the command
of Iwaz Khan, Muhammad Ghiyas Khan and Rao Rambha
Ninibalkar to chastise the Marathas. The latter were routed
and rich spoil fell into the hands of Nizamu'l-Mulk's men.
For three days Nizamu'l-Mulk gave rest to his army in order
to refresh them after the fatigue of the march. He utilized
the time in making preparations for a general action. Then he
ordered his men to march five or six miles3 distance in order
to be in a position to procure sufficient fodder and grain.
The roads were in a wretched condition and the bullocks
had grown so weak that several large guns had to be buried
on the way, being too heavy and cumbersome for rapid
movement. He chose an advantageous position for disposing
his troops and erecting his batteries. He drew up his army
in the following manner:
Muhammad Ghiyas Khan, Muhammad Shah, Darogha
of the artillery, Sheikh Nuru'llah, Yalbruz Khan Aghari,
Anwar Khan and others were placed in the advance-
guard. Twaz Khan, Jamalu'llah Khan and other veterans
were appointed on the right, opposing the wing of the
Maratha generals of eAlam €Ali Khan. Marhamat Khan,
cAbdur Rahim Khan, Muhammad Mutawassil Khan,
Qadir Dad Khan, Darab Khan, Kamyab Khan, Ikhtisas
Khan (grandson of Khan-i-cAlam Deccan!) who came all
the way from Aurangabad to join Nizamu'1-Mulk, were
posted with the main body on the left wing. Mutahawwar
Khan, with a body of Afghan and Persian troops, formed
the advance-guard of the centre (Iltmish}. Rao Rambha
Nimbalkar and Ambuji, Desmukh of the Pargana of Sanesar,
had taken charge of the rear-guard (chanddwal) and the
base camp (bungdfi). Nizamu'1-Mulk placed himself in
the centre (qul) in order to be the better able to give
the lead to the wings.
The disposition of 'Alam CA1I Khan's forces was as follows:
Tahawwur Khan Afghan, Amir Khan, Muhammad Ashraf
Khan Bakhshi, Mitthe Khan, Muhammadi Beg, Rafahat
Talab Khan, and Rahmatu'llah Khan, Darogha of artillery,

